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November 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

Office Closed 

Regular Weekly Sunday Services 

9:45 am—Sunday School 

11:00 am—Worship Service   

 

5:00 pm - Awana, Student Bible Study, Small Groups 

Wednesday Services 

5:30 pm—Family Supper;  

6:00 pm—Prayer Meeting, Children’s Elevate, Polka Dot Girls 

& Awake for Students, Ladies Bible Study  

6:45 pm—Choir Practice  

Meal by A-Team 

Meal by Choir 

Harvest Banquet & Offering November 5 at noon! 

Don’t forget to set your 

clocks back!!! 

Visitation Ministry 3:00 pm 

Harvest  Banquet - noon 

Deacon of the Week:  5 - Vernon Sikes; 

12 -  Tim Manor; 19 - James Langley;  

26 - Bill Meeks 

OCTOBER 31st, 5:30 - 7:30 pm 
FALL FESTIVAL 

Meal by Staff 

NO SERVICE 

Meal by Deacon Team 

Wreath Workshop 

6:15 pm 

Best Christmas Pageant Ever 

at Mississippi College  7pm 

Christmas Choir - 1:45 - 3:00 pm 

Awana Club  End Party! 

Last night for Awana until February. 

Christmas Choir - 1:45 - 3:00 pm 

Visitation Ministry 3:00 pm 

Visitation Ministry 3:00 pm Office Closed 

Designated Gifts 

To Gracewater in memory of  Leah Langley, Lou Allen & Peggy King 

To Capital Improvement in memory of June Mathis 

To State Missions in memory of Marcie Stevens 

To the Music Ministry in memory of  Marcie Stevens 

To the Manna House in memory of Elizabeth King Sanford 

To the Fall Festival in honor of Clint & Jennifer Ritchie 

 

October 1 

Bible Study  

Attendance   

252 

Worship Service  

Attendance 

250 

Budget Offering 

$23,510 

October 8 

Bible Study  

Attendance   

280 

Worship Service  

Attendance 

296 

Budget Offering 

$15,475 

October 15 

Bible Study  

Attendance   

241 

Worship Service  

Attendance 

240 

Budget Offering 

$13,935 

October 22 

Bible Study  

Attendance   

259 

Worship Service  

Attendance 

233 

Budget Offering 

$13,059 

Financial Report through September 2017 

Total Budget Offering $646,567.74 less Expenses $727,277.52 = -$80,709.78 

Total Approved Budgeted through August= $754,909.78 

Actual Expenses $727,277.52 = $27,632.26  spending under budget 

Student News 

 

Sunday, November 19, Bonfire at Aaron’s house. 
Plan to be at Aaron's house at 4:30 pm and pick 
up is after 7, before 8 pm. If you need directions 
or a ride please contact Aaron. 

November  19 - Bonfire 

Primetimer’s ____________________ 
 

Best Christmas Pageant Ever 

At Mississippi College 

Thursday, November 30, 7:00 pm 

Admission Cost is $4 each   

Make a date for lots of laughs and serious moments, too, as 

“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” is back on the Clinton 

campus. Performances by the MC  

Communication Department student production.   

Directed by our very own Sandra Grayson. 

 

Carols by Candlelight 

at FBC Jackson 

Saturday, December 16, 3:00 pm 

No charge for admission,  

but tickets are required.  
Limited tickets are available. 

Through powerful music and drama, over 700 volunteers express 

the message of Christmas through the love of Christ.  

Sign up sheets are available in the church office. 

$19,183.41 required weekly to meet budget. 

These have been exciting days in choir as 
we have been busy working on our 

Christmas music which is always the 

highlight of the Christmas season.  You 
will want to mark your calendar for  

December 10 when we present  

“The Story Never Changes” 
11 am & 5 pm with  

special guest bagpiper, Zoe Brumfield   
 
It's also been thrilling to have some of our students singing 
with the Sanctuary Choir each Sunday.  I  personally love 
the idea of an intergenerational choir because it reflects 
the make-up of our church.  From the youngest to the  
oldest in the choir, each  of our choir members have such  
a servant's heart and take seriously their role as lead wor-
shipers.  Many churches have opted for either all contem-
porary or all traditional music in their musical selections 
and their instruments.  I have to admit, I am solid in my 
conviction that there is room for it all in the church.  I love 
the fact that we have a beautiful pipe organ, grand piano, 
guitar, bass, flute, and sometimes synthesizer and trum-
pet.  May we continue to grow in our understanding of 
corporate worship and enjoy the fellowship we share as 
we lift our voices in song each week as a congregation. 
 

     Ken 

Looking forward……. 

    December  

  6 -   Christmas Choir Dress Rehearsal 

  10 -  Christmas Musical 

  16 -  Carols by Candlelight at FBC Jackson 

  17 -  Children’s Breakfast at Bethlehem 

  20 & 27 - No Wednesday Night Service 

  31 - No Sunday PM Service 

Our Study of  the Gospel of John,  

continues on Wednesday Evenings at 6:00 pm. 

Please let us know when you plan to have your Small 

Group or Sunday School Christmas Party.  
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It is hard to believe that another month has passed. We have all 
heard the saying, “Time flies when you are having fun,” but I have 
come to realize that “time flies when the Lord is working.” I hope 
that you have seen how the Lord is working in and through our 
church. October started with our “Living Out Loud” day, which 
included the steak dinner. While I am hard to please and always 
think more should have been in attendance, it was encouraging to 
see so many people invited who did not have a church home. Eve-
ryone in attendance heard a clear presentation of the Gospel and 
we continue to follow up with our guests. Many of you invited 
people who did not attend, but please do not lose hope. Let us all 
continue to pray for those we know who are unchurched, many of 
whom do not have a personal relationship with Jesus. 
 
On a recent Wednesday, I drove some of our senior adults to the 
state fair, then visited some members in the hospital. I ended the 
night by driving the church van to pick up the children that are 
attending on Wednesday evenings. Each was a different setting, 
with people of all ages and different backgrounds; each person 
had different stresses in life. But it gave me a glimpse of Heaven. 
John tells us in Revelation 9:7 that before the throne of God are  
“a great multitude … from every nation, tribe, people and  
language.” I get to see this every Sunday as I look out into our  
congregation, and never before have we had five living genera-
tions as part of the church. I pray that we remember the need to 
invest in each other for Kingdom impact. 
 
I must tell you that I have never received as much encouragement 
as I have over the last few weeks since I presented our 2018  
budget and its ramifications. I am fairly certain that never in my 
pastoral ministry have I ever needed the encouragement as much 
as I have over the past few weeks! Many have reminded me that I 
am in their prayers regularly, and I am very grateful. I have been 
encouraged by the willingness of our deacons to serve in areas 
that will be impacted by our budget cuts, as well as their overall 
support for the direction of our church. Several church members 
have expressed their willingness to serve in areas that are being 
impacted by the budget. Through the difficulty, there has been 
unity. We still have guests each week. Church members are in-
viting others and sharing their faith. All of this has been a great 
blessing to me. 
  
There are two events I want to encourage you to attend. First, our 
annual Fall Festival is October 31. This has evolved into a time that 
our community anticipates, which is what happens when you do 
things with excellence! All but one Sunday School class has com-
mitted to have at least one game and the youth will be serving the 
food. This is always a great time for the kids, but it gives us the 
opportunity to connect with our community without expecting 
them to walk in the doors of the church.  
 

I pray that we will spend the evening talking less to one another 
and more to those who attend. We will be registering those who 
attend, which will ask if they attend any church regularly. We  
always discover prospects through this event as we demonstrate 
the love of Christ in a very practical way. 
 
Second, our annual Harvest Banquet on November 5. I have  
grown to love Thanksgiving and this time as a church has become 
one of my favorite things that we do. The church will provide the 
meat and dressing, and you will be asked to help with sides and 
desserts.  
 
Also on November 5 is our annual Harvest Offering. Like most 
years, this offering will be used to offset our budget shortfall.  
Unlike previous years, we do not have a goal. You can see else-
where in this newsletter the current shortfall, but my challenge is 
for each of us to give sacrificially. I ask that each family prayer-
fully consider what they can give above their regular tithe, then 
we will collect the offering a bit differently with each family giving 
together. I will give instructions during the worship service, but 
please make this a matter of prayer. The Harvest Offering enve-
lope is attached to this newsletter. We ask that you give your  
regular offering in your normal envelope to assist in our  
accounting procedures. I know that you are probably thinking,  
“I am giving all I can,” and I understand that. But would you pray 
about where you could sacrifice and give an additional gift? 
 
Lastly, when I think about our church and what is going on, I think 
of the contemporary Christian song with this chorus: “God is on 
the move, on the move, Hallelujah; God is on the move in many 
mighty ways. God is on the move, on the move, Hallelujah; God is 
on the move, On the move today!” 
 
Let’s be sure we move with Him! 
Bro. Clint 

Children’s Ministry News 

It's right here, folks. Our big Fall Festival outreach to 
the community is this Tuesday, October 31st. All of 
the planning and preparation is complete and I 
would like to thank you, in advance, for your  

participation in this effort. I do recognize the extra effort and  
inconvenience holding this event on the 31st (Tuesday) presents 
but I have a firm conviction that if we are going to have this festival 
to allow children a safe alternative to wandering the streets then 
this is what we must do. 
 
Last year we reached an estimated 1200 people and are planning 
on approximately 1500 this year. God will receive the victory and 
glory and He will bless us for our efforts and obedience. And it is 
His glory and honor I seek above all else. 
 
Wednesday, November 1, at 6 p.m., we will 
begin a new Bible Study Series. Our new  
Elevate series is Professor Playtime’s  
Christmas Shop of Wonders. This study will 
go through December 13 and is lots  
of fun and full of Biblical truths. Also, Polka Dot Girls (grades 4th-6th) 
will continue their study  entitled, “Relationships”. I want to  
challenge you parents. Amid what will become a very busy holiday 
season, please do not neglect your child’s spiritual growth. It is 
easy, and sometimes necessary during this time, to place things on 
a priority list in order to accomplish all the tasks before you. Keep 
your child’s spiritual growth at the top of the list. 
 
During this time, I am thankful for all those who volunteer with 
Project 226 Kids Ministry. We have a wonderful team from our 
Sunday School Teachers and AWANA teachers/workers/listeners to 
our Wednesday Night Elevate gang. These all have at least 2 things 
in common. And no, it’s not that they have a child in the program 
although several do…it’s first a love for the Lord and willingness to 
obey and secondly comes a conviction from God to reach this 
younger generation.  Happy Thanksgiving!  

  November  

5 - Operation Christmas Child Night 

Bring a Christmas Child box filled or money for  

shipping charges for sending the boxes.  

Suggested shipping donations $7 to $10. 

12 - Neon Nights 

Wear your brightest colored clothes! 

19 - End of Semester Party & Silly String  

 your Commanders Night 

Top 6 Clubbers with the most points get to Silly String  

the Awana Commander and Mr. John.  

     Thank you to everyone who gave to  

  Gracewater, because of your faithful gifts a well  

will be drilled in Zimbabwe.  Please be in prayer for  

the Gracewater Mission Team leaving November 1 

 and returning November 12.  

 

This mission to give grace with water will help  

         villages with this most basic need for life.  

Total Church Donations: $8,985.00 

Local Benevolence offering,  

OCTOBER 29 

Sunday following the morning worship service the 

ushers will receive an offering for local  

benevolence needs at the sanctuary exits. Thank 

you for considering a gift to this ministry to help 

meet needs in our local community 

Join us on Sunday Mornings  

for this new Sermon Series….. 


