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It is hard to believe that school is about to start back and that summer is 
coming to an end. I look forward to all the vacations winding down and 
everyone being able to be at church together on Sunday mornings!

This next week is full of “I Love Yazoo” activities, of which you will find 
more details about in this newsletter. I just want to remind you that “I Love 
Yazoo” is more than a slogan to me, it is who I am and what I do. Jennifer 
and I just wrapped up another season of coaching softball in our city, and 
being with these girls and their families served as a reminder of “I Love 
Yazoo.” When my children have experiences that I never had growing up 
in a small town, “I Love Yazoo.” As I interact with people in our community 
from all walks of life, with different backgrounds, personalities, and interest, 
yet we laugh together, “I Love Yazoo.” Even when I deal with people who 
are immature and self-seeking, I remember that they need the Lord and 
that I was called to proclaim His Word to them, so “I Love Yazoo.” As I 
gather to worship on Sunday and greet the people that I live life with, “I 
Love Yazoo.” As we arrived back home from vacation ready for our beds, 
“I Love Yazoo” was on my mind!

None of us would pretend that Yazoo is close to perfect, but it is the place 
where God has placed all of us. And He does not place us somewhere 
to just exist; rather, the Lord expects us to make a difference where we 
are with the Gospel. This task is not easy, especially when we face many 
struggles in our community. But we are not the first to experience such 
difficulty. We can learn much from Paul and his ministry in Corinth.

Debauchery, perversity, promiscuity, prostitution were all rampant in 
Corinth just as they are in our community. Corinth was a place filled with 
wealth, luxury, depravity, idolatry and wickedness. Aphrodite’s temple, 
which overlooked the city, had nearly 1,000 temple prostitutes who pushed 
their trade with sailors and other commercial travelers. Corinth was not 
an easy place to minister. Yet Paul deeply loved this church. He spent 18 
months there, wrote at least two letters to them and likely visited them 
more than once.
 
Paul’s ministry at Corinth, highlighted in Acts 18 and further described in 
his letters to the church relate a church full of theological tension and moral 
quandary. It is likely that we have not served in a city as vile or even a 
church as morally and theologically contentious as Corinth. Nevertheless 
if we are to be effective in serving where God has placed us, we need the 
same essentials Paul experienced during his ministry in Corinth. Dr. Luke’s 
account of Paul’s Corinthian ministry is found in Acts 18.

We need the encouragement of a team. When Paul arrived in Corinth, he 
was by himself. But it was not long before Paul met Priscilla and Aquila 
or before Timothy and Silas joined him. In fact, Paul is rarely alone in the 
book of Acts. He is always serving with someone else. Effective long-term 
ministry requires the    encouragement of a team. We need others to share 
the burden and hold us accountable. Being part of the team reminds us 
that we are not alone. That is why church membership is so important: it 
makes us part of the team. While you can attend church and be involved 

in ministry without church membership, membership is a deeper 
commitment. Ministry that is done alone and without accountability is 
a recipe for failure.

We need to share the gospel message clearly. Paul’s ministry strategy 
led him to the synagogues first and then to the marketplaces preach-
ing Jesus as the Messiah. It is likely that Paul adapted his messages 
to his location, but the content of his preaching never changed, “For 
I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him 
crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2). Effective ministry is built on the super-
natural power of the gospel. Our proclamation should not become 
bogged down in personal opinion or theological minutia. Of all the 
things we must do, proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ clearly is 
our primary task.

We need the tenacity to overcome adversaries. Over and over again 
Paul faced difficulty, persecution, imprisonment and discord. Corinth 
was no different. The Jews opposed him and tried to get the local 
authorities to punish him. But Paul overcame. He did not give up. 
Effective ministry necessitates tenacity, perseverance and the will to 
overcome difficulties and adversarial opposition. Satan will often work 
in and through the small, insignificant issues, as well as through rela-
tionships, to frustrate you and make you want to quit. We demonstrate 
spiritual maturity when we overcome such issues.

We need the confidence found only in a word from God. We do not 
always know from the book of Acts what Paul was thinking or feeling. 
But there must have been times of discouragement. I can imagine 
Corinth was one of those times for Paul. We do have record that God 
spoke to Paul in the night, “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and 
do not be silent, for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm 
you, for I have many in this city who are my people” (Acts 18:9-10). 
God gave Paul a word of confidence. Notice that God’s word to Paul 
closed with a sovereign claim on the people of Corinth. It is good for 
us to hear that God has people whom He is using us to reach who 
have not come to faith in him yet. Knowing God’s will and affirming 
His plan is essential for ministry effectiveness.

We need the patience to help people mature in their faith. Corinth 
was not an easy place to serve or an easy church to pastor. Church 
people did vile and divisive things. None of us will reach spiritual 
maturity until we are made new in the presence of God. God has 
to constantly remind me that as a pastor, it is essential that I have 
patience, long-suffering and grace for the congregants that I lead and 
the unbelievers in our communities. You probably need that reminder, 
too! Spiritual enlightenment and spiritual growth often take longer than 
we would like.

I pray that these essentials encourage you and remind you that we 
can continue to push back the darkness in Yazoo. I look forward to 
being back with you Sunday!

I Love Yazoo!
Bro. Clint
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AUGUST 2018 Regular Weekly Sunday Services
9:45 am - Sunday School   I  11:00 am - Worship Services

Wednesday Services
6:00 pm - Prayer Meeting, Children’s & Students Bible Study & Ladies Bible Study

6:45 pm- Choir Practice

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28

1 2 3 4
Youth “Moving Up” Party

1:00pm – 5:00pm

Deacon of the Week:
5- Pat Rush 12- Herman Jones  19- Roger Jones  25- Vernon Sikes 

29 30 31

First Responders Banquet 
6:30pm – 7:30pm

"Awakening" One-Day Revival
Harper Baby Shower 1:30pm – 3:00pm

"Building Spiritual Giants" Luncheon
12:00pm – 1:00pm

Deacons Meeting 12:00pm – 1:00pm

Team Meetings 5:00pm – 6:00pm

Feeding of County Teachers 



I LOVE YAZOO SCHEDULE:
 Back to School Bash and School 

Supply Giveaway- Sunday at 5:00 at 
Webster Park; Feed County School 

Teachers Wednesday, August 1, 
at 11:30; First Responders Appreciation 

Banquet Friday, August 3, at 6:30. 

July 1
Sunday School

Attendance 
215

Worship Service
Attendance

224
Budget Offering

$16,975.05,

July 8
Sunday School

Attendance 
241

Worship Service
Attendance

N/A
Budget Offering

$11,722.00

July 15
Sunday School

Attendance 
231

Worship Service
Attendance

229
Budget Offering

$14,043.00

July 22
Sunday School

Attendance 
225

Worship Service
Attendance

217
Budget Offering

$8,969.62

Gifts were received for the following designated funds:
To the WMU in memory of Gene Roark

To the Children’s Ministry in memory of Lillian Davis & Gene Roark

 Financial Report through JUNE 2018
Total Budget Offering $413,950.65 less Expenses $385,576.73 = $28,373.92

Total Approved Budgeted through June 2018 = $447,644.90
Actual Expenses $385,576.73 = -$62,068.17 spending under budget 

   The Summer time is officially over. Students all head back to school next week and all that they  
  have learned about missions and evangelism through the summer can be put into action at school.  

Be in prayer for our students as they move into the places where God has placed them.  Pray they are bold with 
the Gospel and are Salt and Light to everyone around them.  Many students have made huge commitments to start 

small groups in their schools and share the gospel with specific lost friends they have.  Some have committed to 
looking more like Christ this school year and to worry less with all the trappings of this world and more with their 

own faith and growing it.  These commitments are huge and cannot be done in their own strength.  I hope you will 
pray for God's strength in their lives, but also encourage our students when you see them. Take opportunities to tell 
them you are praying for them if you are and ask them how you can be more specific with those prayers.  You can 
also be in prayer for our 7th graders. We have a great group moving up that John and our children's ministry has 

been working with. Pray that as they move into the student ministry they make friends and are challenged.

           Although all our trips are done for the summer, we still have one left for the  
           fall. It's our Breakaway Retreat.  This year it will be at Camp Garaywa.   
       Gary Permenter will be preaching and Corey Carr will be leading worship.  It 

will be an awesome time of worship, games, and breakout sessions with specific ministry opportunities where 
students can learn more about serving in the church, community, or just how to work on specific parts of their walk 
with Christ.  Those sessions will be posted leading up to the retreat so students can choose where they want to go. 

The cost is $75.  The dates are October 12-14.  Those who are playing football, dancing, cheerleaders, or in the band 
can come after the game. A ride will be provided. If they game is away and a long distance then a ride will be

 provided Saturday morning and they will only miss one worship session and small group. If you would like to come a 
sign up is in the youth area, also if you are an adult and are interested in getting plugged into our student ministry by 

chaperoning a trip or just serving throughout the week, please contact Aaron.

Camp Garaywa
Breakaway retreat

Wow! What a summer it has been and a special thank you goes out to all the volunteers that made this 
a very special time in the lives of many. From VBS to Camp to the School Supply Giveaway and all the 
way through each and every Summer Blast event. Lots of work and effort was put out and I want you to 
know it wasn’t without notice. It is hard to believe that school is right here upon us. 

Ok, 6th graders…moving up to 7th!  Hate to say goodbye to you but you are ready now for Student Ministry. 
So, to celebrate that we will make a special trip on Thursday, Aug 2nd.  We will leave at 1 p.m. from the church 
parking lot and will return around 5:30 p.m.  All you need is YOURSELF!  Let’s celebrate.  

A new and exciting Polka Dot Girls Bible Study. 5th and 6th Grade girls will cover things specific to where 
they are in life and how to be the godly young lady God desires. Moms and dads…this will be extremely 

beneficial for your preteen daughter. Make every attempt to take advantage of this program led by Missy Helton. 

Time to get in the routine, isn’t it? And we will be doing our part here with Project 226 FBC Kids Ministry. 
Beginning Wednesday, August 8 our Elevate program will kickoff. 

Ages 4 – 6th grade will go on exciting adventures and learn how to handle things they will be facing in 
school each and every day. Our 4’s and 5’s will meet in their zone. Grades 1-6 boys and grades 1-4 girls 

will meet in our Kids Worship area. All this begins at 6 p.m. We will begin music around 5:50. 

Childrens Ministry

Parents, let’s make a renewed effort to take full advantage of all that’s offered for your 
children and let’s raise giants of faith!

Deacon Election- Sunday, August 5. 
The following men have agreed to have their names submitted for consideration to serve 
a three-year term as a deacon. When you enter the sanctuary on August 5, you will be 

given a ballot and can vote for up to six of the men.
Men for deacon election: 

Bobby Barton, Steve Coody, Phil Dixon, Roy Harris, A.G. Helton, David Johnson, 
Nick King, Bill McGraw, Jimmy Phillips, Phillip Pope, David Warren, Mike Williams.

[Crest Hill, Illinois] We continue our partnership in Crest Hill, Illinois, with 
participation in the “Back to School Picnic” that we have hosted the past two years, with an 
estimated 1500 people in attendance. The picnic is set for Monday, August 13, and we 
need participants to go and assist in this effort. Please stay for a few minutes Sunday, 
August 5, to discuss details, or get in touch with Bro. Clint for more information. The plan is 
to leave after church on Sunday, August 12, and return home on Tuesday, August 14. The 

hope is that a quick trip will enable more people to participate.
 As we look ahead in Crest Hill, a possible church planter has started the assessment 

process with the North American Mission Board. Prayerfully, an ongoing Bible study will soon 
be started in the community, with attendees of the study being the core group of the church.

Quarterly “Building Spiritual Giants” 
Parents’ Luncheon- Sunday, August 
19, at noon. Registration required at
 fbcyazoo.org. Childcare provided.

October 16-19
PrimeTimers trip to The Ark and Creation Museum
Cost is $300 plus meals • Trip is limited to 15 people
Contact Marie Manor at 662-571-1801if interested

This Sunday is a 5th Sunday and the day which 
we collect our local benevolent offering, 

which is used to meet needs in our church and 
community. At the end of the worship service, ushers 
will be at the doors for you to give toward this offering.

 • As we gear up for the new church year, our “All Team Meeting Day” is 
Sunday, August 19, starting at 5:00. All of our teams and subteams will meet 

this day in the Fellowship Hall, with subteams meeting at 5:00, followed by the 
teams at 6:30. If you are not sure which time to come, be looking for specific 

communication for your team.
• The new Sunday School year starts August 5. While for most classes things 

remain the same, it is Promotion Sunday for all children and students. 
Teachers will be ready to assist your child in getting to the right class.

• Mid-year financial letters were mailed earlier this week. If you did not get one, 
or if your statement had an error, please contact Buffey in the office on Monday.

Mark your calendar: 
 “Awakening” – a one day revival – August 5, 11:00 and 5:00

 Guest Preacher: Dr. Chuck Kelley, President of New Orleans Seminary.


