
December 9 

Sunday School 

 242 

Worship  Service  

11 am  374 

4 pm   247 

Budget Offering 

$14,147.10 

December 16 

Sunday School  

265 

Worship Service 

  214 

Budget  Offering 

$9,133.00 

December 23 

Sunday School  

247 

Worship Service 

 244 

Budget Offering 

$22,481.84 

December 2 

Sunday School 

268 

Worship Service  

240 

Budget Offering 

$17,737.30 

Financial Report through November 2018 

Year-to-Date Budget Expenses— $822,710.64 

Year-to-Date Actual Expenses— $742,096.60 

Year-to-date Non-Designated Receipts— $788,204.60 

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Bro. Aaron Sibley 

2018 has come to a close and I'll have to tell you like I told our students, It has been one of my 

favorites so far in ministry! Our leaders have stepped up and our ministry is growing closer to the 

Lord every time we turn around.  Our students have been leading our church into the mission field 

and are driven to continue doing that. Our volunteers and chaperones have been amazing! We 

have so many people who lend a helping hand that it's not even possible to name them all, but 

know there are enough that if we started a riot in the streets they would have to call the National 

Guard. I'm just very proud of them all, which means the expectations for 2019 are even high-

er.  There are still tons of lost people in our community who need to hear the Gospel.  There are 

still many people who are hurting who need to find hope.  My prayer is that we will continue to 

grow as a church to move towards those people and point them towards a mighty God who saves 

and gives hope. 

One event that we did recently was Family First Weekend. Our students were challenged by JB 

and Dr. Ross to submit to their parents and allow them to parent.  They were also challenged to 

take a minimum of 3 minutes a day to pray for their parents. That alone could be revolutionary 

for our families.  Let me challenge you to take a minimum of 3 minutes a day to pray for a stu-

dent in our student ministry! That could also be revolutionary. 

 

Coming up is another event that could be life-changing, Disciple Now.  This will be Jan 25-27 

and our theme this year will be Focus.  We want our students to take time to focus on what 

matters and to push away the distractions the world is constantly throwing at them. You can 

register online or get a sign-up form from the office. Gary Permenter will be leading them and 

worship will be lead by Anthem Worship.  We can always use help for D-Now. We need host 

homes, drivers, and people who are willing to just be there and help watch and talk with our 

students. If you are willing (or I may could convince you) to serve this weekend, please tell me and I will find a place that is meaning-

ful for you.  If you are unable to do that then how about you commit to pray a minimum of 3 minutes a day, from this day forward, 

that students will encounter God in a mighty way that weekend.  That we will see lost kids saved, saved kids grow, and lifelong com-

mitments made.  

A great big thank you is in order to everyone who helped make our December worship services meaningful this year. As 

always, our sanctuary (inside and out) was beautiful thanks to our decorating team led by Mary Hayman and Jimmie Pick-

ens.  I'm not sure who all assisted them but THANK YOU!  To my choir members, soloists, and those who joined us for Christ-

mas, I am appreciative of all the time and preparation that went in to this year's musical presentation.  I think you will agree it 

was well worth the months of preparation.  We are blessed to have so many musicians in our church.  Each week  Gaye and Lori 

bless us with their talents on the organ and piano.  Our other musicians, Aaron Sibley and Hayley Drennan faithfully serve each week on the guitar and flute.  We even have a talented children's 

minister who shares his musical gifts on the trumpet at different times and Christmas.  Our drummer for our musical has played for us the past few years and loves to come to Yazoo.  Jami 

Wallace is the interim Worship Leader at Hillcrest Baptist Church in Byram.   There is another group of unsung heroes that you only notice when something goes wrong.  This is our sound and 

video team - Steve Coody, Paul Rice, and Kristi Rice.  Our TV production crew is also behind the scenes making sure our services are broadcast on TV each week as well as livestreamed into 

homes.  Our worship services don't just happen each week.  Prayerful and thoughtful planning goes into each service and everyone does their part in order to lead us as a church to come to-

gether and offer our praise and worship to One who is worthy of all our praise! My favorite part of working with all of these people is experiencing the loving and serving spirit each one has.  All 

of these are obedient in using their gifts and abilities for the church with no desire for personal recognition.  I appreciate how each one willingly follows their leaders, no matter how far-fetched 

something may seem.   This year has definitely been one of challenges for the Hall family as Sue and I have experienced loss in our family and annoying surgeries and procedures.  Yet God has 

been faithful and His people have surrounded us with love.  I am especially grateful for our pastor, student minister, and children’s minister who have been patient with me and gracious to step 

up and fill in during times I've had to be out.  We are blessed!  God is good!  May the new year continue to give us opportunities to reach our community and world for Jesus Christ as we all 

serve together.     —Ken Hall  

December Attendance & Offering 

2019 is the 175th anniversary of FBC. Mark your calendar for our 175th 

celebration on Sunday, February, 24, which is also the first day of our 

annual Revival Services that continue through February 27. 

Gifts were received  for the following designated funds: 

To Capital Improvement Fund in memory of Bettye Roark 

To GraceWater in memory of Mrs. Neal (Glenda Smith’s mom) 

To the Music Ministry in honor of Bill Meeks 

To Capital Improvement Fund in memory of Garry Roark 

To Capital Improvement Fund in honor of Steve Roark 

To Lottie Moon Offering in honor of Betty & Taz Ketchum 

To Lottie Moon Offering in memory of Lamar Purvis 

To Lottie Moon Offering in honor of Jim Pearson 

To Lottie Moon Offering in honor of Gerry McGraw 

To Lottie Moon Offering in memory of Lida Downs 

To GraceWater in memory of Helen Neal 

To Missions in honor of the FBC Staff 

As the end of the year approaches, please make 

note that any contributions you wish to have ap-

plied to your 2018 Giving Statement must be re-

ceived in the offering on Sunday, December 30 or in 

the church office by December 31. All contributions sent by mail must be post marked 

by December 31. If you are giving online or using Text to Give, please allow 3—5 days 

for the transactions to process in order to be received by the church by Dec 31.  



Happy New Year! It is hard to believe that another year has 

passed. The quick passing of time is a reminder that we must “make the 
most of every opportunity because the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:16). The 
arrival of a new year causes us to look back at the previous year, where we 
will see both victories and defeats, and look ahead to the new opportuni-
ties that await us. 
  
I am looking forward to what 2019 will bring for our church! 2019 marks 
the 175th anniversary of the founding of First Baptist Church. We will be 
celebrating our heritage throughout the year, specifically on February 24, 
which will start our revival services. We have a rich heritage, but we also 
have a bright future. God continues to use our church, and each of us indi-
vidually, to advance the Kingdom. 
  
Each year, I ask the Lord to give me a word or phrase to direct our minis-

try. For 2019, the word is FORWARD. Think back to when you learned to 

ride a bicycle. For most of us, there were many falls and times of frustra-
tion. I soon found out there was one thing I must do if I was to stay on the 
bicycle: keep moving forward! If I ceased to go forward, I would fall and 
hurt myself. So it is in the Christian life. We can never live this life on the 
highest plane unless we are continually growing and moving forward. You 
should be closer to God today in heart, soul, and body, than at any other 
time so far in your life. The same is true for the church. We can never be 
satisfied. The moment we stop moving forward, we will start moving back-
ward. 
  
A huge step in us moving forward is our upcoming capital campaign. Janu-
ary and February will be used to build and train the steering committee 
and those who will assist the steering committee members in each area of 
the campaign. A lot of work has to be done before the first of March, 
which is when the prayer visits will begin. In the meantime, I ask that you 
continue to bathe this process in prayer. Whether you voted for it or not, 
this campaign is going to take all of us if we are going to move forward in 
addressing some major facility needs. 
  
Before we can move forward, we must focus. Therefore, we are going to 
begin a church-wide campaign: 40 Days of Focus. This campaign will begin 
on Sunday, January 20. You will receive a journal with daily Scripture read-
ings and devotionals, as well as a weekly family worship guide. All of our 
Sunday School classes are asked to join together on the same page with 
lessons that will complement the daily readings. We will focus on how we 
can honor God in the everyday life. 
  
It is easy to lose focus and not know it. We may not know our vision is 
blurred because we get used to what we see. I am asking the Lord to use 
these 40 days, which will conclude with our revival services, to help us 
regain focus. As we pray for focus, consider this acronym that will help us 
stay on track. 

  
F- Forward. There is that word again! The past cannot be changed. Rather 
than spending time this new year on something negative from the past, we 
must look ahead to the new thing that God wants to do in your life and our 
church. 
  
O- Opportunities. Every obstacle you face is an opportunity to experience 
God at work. So is every relationship. And every victory. The opportunities 
are all around us. 
  
C- Christ. Christ is the center of everything we do. Over the next couple of 
months, I pray that statement becomes more than a sentence on a page. 
May it be true of our lives. 
  
U- Unity. We must work together with others so that we can have a great-
er Kingdom impact. 
  
S- Souls. This is the reason we are here! Focus on what Jesus focused on. 
  
Lastly, I want to encourage you to join us for our annual Looking Back, 
Looking Ahead celebration time at noon on Sunday, January 20. This is our 
annual Chili Cook Off and the annual meeting, which we are required to 
have. However, the focus of this time is to look back at 2018 in celebration 
and look ahead to the ministry that will take place in 2019. This is always 
one of my favorite times of the year. I will be sharing more about what it 
will look like for us as we move forward. 
  
I am blessed to be your pastor. 
Bro. Clint 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 8   •  V O L U M E  4  •   E D I T I O N  1  

Forty Days of Focus beginning January 20. 
Journals will be distributed  

beginning January 13. 



Bro. John Yates 

Welcome 2019! It’s time, now, to get back into the swing of things and all the ministry 

opportunities available to you. Don’t forget your donations to our weekend backpack ministry. 
I know some of you have chosen not to contribute during the holidays, but now that school is 
getting geared up for the spring semester, this would be a good time to recommit to this valu-
able ministry. God is allowing us to meet some real needs in our community. Remember, if 
everyone would simply pick up that one extra item each time they visit the store, we would 
have a great supply with which to work. 

Gear up on Wednesday, Jan 9th!  We will begin a new series in our Elevate program. 6 p.m. 
At Dr. Tomorrow’s Robot Repair Shop, learn how parts of our bodies can remind us about the 
thoughts God wants us to think and the actions He wants us to take. Dr. Tomorrow and his 
faithful assistant, Gasket, will show how these different parts of our bodies can remind us to 
show love to others, be kind with our words, and so much more. 

Friday, Feb. 8—Mother & 
Son Banquet 
 
Saturday, Feb. 9—Father & 
Daughter Banquet 
 
Sunday, Feb. 10—AWANA 
Spring Semester Kick off 
 
Feb. 24-27—Revival Services 

The Wednesday night 

meal will re-start on Janu-

ary 16. In order for this to 

continue for the foreseea-

ble future, we must get 

additional volunteers to 

help serve and clean up. If 

you can assist, please con-

tact Tim or Marie Manor 

at 746-5113.  

Join us January 20 

at noon as we spend 

time celebrating the 

past year and look-

ing forward to the 

new year ahead! 

Each Sunday School 

class is asked to 

bring 2-3 large pots 

of chili. The winner 

of the cook-off will 

be determined by 

which pot collects 

the most money. All 

money raised will go 

towards the Lottie 

Moon offering.  

The church goal for the Lottie Moon offering 

is $30,000 this year. If you haven’t done so, 

consider giving to this incredible ministry. 

Our current total is $10,140. The last day to 

give is Jan. 20! 

If you haven’t already, it’s time to sign up! Pictures will be taken January 17—19 and Janu-

ary 30—February 2. As always, every family photographed gets a free 8x10 and there is no 

commitment to buy pictures. Only those families photographed will receive a copy of the direc-

tory. In addition to the printed directory, every family photographed will also have the option 

to have a directory app with all the pictures and contact information at your fingertips.  

Appointments are required and can be scheduled by visiting our website. Hurry! Slots are 

filling up. If you do not have internet access, we will have someone set up on Sundays to assist 

with your appointment, or you can call the church office.  

Dr. Jim Futral, Executive Director of the Mississippi Baptist Convention Board, will be leading us for Sunday 

services and Dr. Ted Traylor, Pastor at Olive Baptist Church in Pensacola, FL, will be leading Mon—Wed.  
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8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

FRIDAY - CLOSED 

 

Phone: 

662-746-2471 
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WATCH US LIVE ONLINE!  

Sunday morning services are available LIVE online. You can watch the service by going to www.fbcyazoo.org 

and clicking on the “Live Stream” on our home page.  

January 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

Deacon of the week: 6 - Bobby Barton,  13 -  

Steve Coody,  20 - Phil Dixon,  27 - Joey Greco 

Delivered to the post office December 27, 2018. POSTMASTER please do not hold.  

Sunday Services 

9:45 am—Sunday School 

11:00 am—Worship Service    

5:00 pm—Awana  & Small Groups 

Wednesday Services 

6:00 pm—Prayer Meeting, Children’s  & Students Bible Study  

and Ladies Bible Study  

6:45 pm—Choir Practice  

Yazoo Estates Ministry  

Deacon’s Meeting @ 12 

Chili Cook-off  

Business Meeting @ 12 

Church Directory Pictures 

Church Directory Pictures 

DNOW WEEKEND 

Ladies Bible Study and Wed night 

services start back 6 p.m. 

Wednesday Night Meals start back 

5 p.m. 


