STUDENT MINISTRY
Bro. Aaron Sibley

We have a few important events coming up in February. The most important of course is the start of our Sunday Night small groups. This semester
we will be looking at some big theological and doctrinal questions that Christians face. Our hope is to teach our students how to answer these questions for themselves in a biblical way and also how to defend their faith when they are confronted. I hope you will be in prayer for them as they set out
this semester growing in wisdom and knowledge. Those small groups will start on February 10th for the students. We will start at 5pm and usually
finish around 7pm. During that time we meet for bible study, eat awesome meals that our parents help prepare, and fellowship together. I hope you
will make plans to have your student join us.
We also are continuing to work at Yazoo Estates. We will go on February 17th for that. Lunch will be provided for our students and parents who want
to join immediately after Sunday morning service and then we will head out to Yazoo Estates when we get done eating. If you are looking for a place
to serve, this is a great opportunity to get plugged in. You can contact Aaron for more details.
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Revival Services!

Sunday at 10:45 & 5:00 with Dr. Jim Futral, Executive
Director of the Mississippi Baptist Convention Board
Monday-Wednesday at 6:30 with Dr. Ted Traylor,
Pastor of Olive Baptist Church in Pensacola, FL
Music by Ken Hall and the FBC Worship Choir
Simultaneous Children’s Revival Services
Sunday evening through Wednesday

The last round of photos for the updated
church directory will
be taken January 31—
February 2. There are
a few slots left for
those who have yet to sign up. Set your appointment by
visiting fbcyazoo.org or by calling the church office.
January Attendance & Offering
January 6
Sunday School
271
Worship Service
271
Budget Offering

January 13
Sunday School
254
Worship Service
242
Budget Offering

January 20
Sunday School
244
Worship Service
216
Budget Offering

January 27
Sunday School
267
Worship Service
267
Budget Offering

$13,265

$14,346

$10,708

$14,156

We will participate in the county-wide Gideon Rally Day
on Sunday, February 10, by collecting our annual Gideon
offering at the end of the worship service. Please prayerfully consider an additional gift in support of this ministry.

Gifts were received for the following designated funds:
To Christian Service Center in memory of Helen Neal
To GraceWater in memory of Billie Doris King
To GraceWater in memory of Helen Neal

Financial Report through December 2018
Year-to-Date Budget Expenses— $895,290.79
Year-to-Date Actual Expenses— $837,943.40
Year-to-date Non-Designated Receipts— $906,203.64
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The year 1844 left its mark on the history books of the United States, as the second
major depression in United States history ended. The first electrical telegram was
sent by Samuel Morse from the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. to the B&O Railroad
"outer depot" in Baltimore. The University of Notre Dame received its charter- and
the next week its football team was picked as an early contender for the national
championship (ok, so that part is not true). The Great Flood of 1844 is the biggest
flood ever recorded on the Missouri River and Upper Mississippi River, in North
America, in terms of discharge. The adjusted economic impact was not as great as
subsequent floods because of the small population in the region at the time. The
flood devastation was particularly widespread since the region had few or no levees
at the time, so the waters were able to spread far from the normal banks. In London, George Williams set up the first youth organization in the world- the YMCA. In
Mississippi, Issaquena and Sunflower Counties were created. And in Yazoo City,
eleven whites and four slaves met to form the First Baptist Church.

body of Christ.

Without a building of their own, these fifteen charter members began a legacy of
being used by God to see lives changed in Yazoo City and to the ends of the earth.
Through many buildings and locations, pastors, challenges, and difficult decisions,
First Baptist Church has demonstrated resiliency and a commitment to the Great
Commission. We have a very strong past, and I am excited to celebrate our 175th
anniversary with you on Sunday, February 24.

In 1844, they assumed personal responsibility for a church; Today, we assume
someone else will do it.

We also have a very bright future. God is not through with First Baptist Church, nor
is He finished with you! Do you remember our key word for 2019? FORWARD! I am
praying that the Lord uses our 40 Days of Focus and upcoming revival to move us
forward.
Any time that we attempt to move forward spiritually, we can be assured that Satan
will work to push against our forward motion. There is one major challenge to
moving forward: we live in a society enthralled by expressive individualism.
“Be You” and “Be True to Yourself” are society’s favorite slogans—the first and
greatest commandments for this way of life.
Expressive individualism poses a challenge for the church because God’s Word challenges the “Me” with the “Us” and then sets the “Us” under God. The human tendency is to look inward when God’s Word says to look upward. We resist the upward look because it implies that someone or something is above us, and that
Someone might have authority. We resist anything that might stifle our self-defined
freedom.

I was recently given an article that J.D. Greear, current President of the Southern
Baptist Convention, shared with his church about first-century faith. He was comparing those in his church now versus those in his church when it was going through
major transformation. He points out that within a generation, we can move from
mission to maintenance, from being reckless in the mission to being comfortable in
the institution. Using his characteristics, I want us to consider those in 1844 in contrast to us today. Some of the characteristics are assumptions, but I think they are
safe assumptions.
In 1844, they were willing to do “whatever it takes” to see a church started; Today,
we only do what we are asked to do- and we cannot count on doing that.

In 1844, personal sacrifice was expected; Today, we expect personal comfort.
In 1844, the church had many problems but found solutions; Today, we see problems and complain.
In 1844, the church saw the possibilities and dreamed about what could be; Today,
we see barriers and reasons to quit.
In 1844, the church saw the work of God and followed; Today, God is limited to
work because we question every decision.
In 1844, the charter members stepped out with bold, reckless trust in God; Today,
we sit satisfied in the stability of the institution.
In 1844, the church was privileged to be part of the movement; Today, we feel entitled to the benefits of the institution.

Which of the two lists best describes you? We benefit from the bold faith of the
fifteen charter members of our church, as well the many who have sacrificed and
served over the past 175 years. It time we regain the faith demonstrated by those
who started First Baptist Church in 1844. God is not finished with us!

The result is that many Christians now see their faith only in terms of its effect on
their lives, not its overall truthfulness. Christianity’s moral demands are applicable
only if they bring the kind of happiness we have already decided must be the goal of
In HIM,
life. To move forward, we must realize the call of Christ is a call to die to self.

Bro. Clint
At some point in the recent history of the Church, particularly North American
churches, becoming a part of a local congregation became a consumer-driven activity. Too many church members want, even demand, their own preferences and
desires. In some congregations, we are more likely to hear a member fight over his
or her own worship style preference than ask how he or she might truly serve the

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Bro. John Yates

Proverbs 22:6; “Train up a child in the way they should go and when they are old they will not depart from it.”
We are back in full swing and I want to encourage you to see that your children have the best opportunity to grow in Christ. Our Elevate program, beginning at 6 p.m. every Wed, will challenge them through Bible trivia and quizzes, as well as, teach a specific Biblical truth along with an activity.
Sunday School and the individual graded classrooms are another opportunity each Sunday, 9:45 a.m. I know you desire the best for your children and
equipping them with a heart that relies on God and His will is the best thing you can possibly do for them.
We have several big events headed your way and would love for you to participate.

Mother & Son Banquet

Father & Daughter Banquet
Saturday Feb. 9 6 pm

Friday Feb. 8 6 pm

Friday, February 8 we will have our first ever Mother & Son Banquet followed by our first ever Father & Daughter Banquet on Saturday, February
9. Children ages 4—12. Join us for food, fun, and special guest Dorian the
Magician. One $10 ticket per family. Deadline to get a ticket is next Sunday, Feb. 3 and can be purchased in the foyer of the Education building!

for the

February 6th
Spaghetti & Meat sauce
Pinto Beans, Salad,
Garlic bread, & Chocolate
Chip Cookies
February 13th
Chicken Spaghetti
Green Beans, Salad, Rolls,
Strawberry &
Chocolate Cheesecake
Squares
February 20th
Meatloaf
Creamed Potatoes, Butter
beans, Salad, Rolls, Dream
Bars, Chocolate Chess Bars
February 27th
Baked Chicken
Cornbread Dressing, Green
Beans, Squash Casserole,
Rolls, Wedding Cake

5 p.m. $5 per person
Make your reservation!

It’s back and begins Sunday, February
10th at 5 p.m. in the fellowship hall. Your
kids will be exposed to Biblical teaching, games, snacks, and an opportunity
to earn points for memorizing scripture.
These points are redeemed at the end of the semester for prizes at
our annual “Store Night”. The more points, the bigger the prizes.

And yet one more opportunity for
your child to learn and grow in the
Lord comes in our revival services
that begin Sunday Feb 24th and go
through Wednesday the 27th. Beginning Sunday night we will have services geared especially for our kids.
We’ve done this the past 2 years with much success. Plan now on dropping your kids off in the Kids Worship area then head into the sanctuary
to hear a word, especially for you, from the Lord.

175th Anniversary Celebration

Sunday, February 24 at 10:45 (please note the special
start time for worship – Sunday School remains at
9:40) Following services, we will have lunch in the Fellowship Hall! RSVP by February 15 at fbcyazoo.org.
We want to invite former members to attend and will
send an invitation to any that we receive an address. If
you have family members or friends who you wish to
invite, please email their name and mailing address to
jessica@fbcyazoo.org by February 11.

In place of small groups in February, all
adults are encouraged to attend two adult
training sessions.
Feb 10 at 5:00- How to Effectively Share
Your Faith
Feb 17 at 5:00- How to Use Your Design

Both trainings will be held in the sanctuary.

Be in prayer for the Capital Campaign Steering
Committee as they prepare over the next month
for the upcoming campaign. Members are Dan
McLeod (Campaign Director), Abbye Mohamed
(Promotion Director), Gerry McGraw (Spiritual
Emphasis Director), Missy Helton (Campaign Secretary), Bill McGraw (Advance Commitment Director), Bennie Donaldson (Banquet Refreshment
Director), and Richard Pickens (Follow-up Director). Please begin praying for your role in this campaign, which according to our consultant, “is not a
fundraising campaign; it is a spiritual emphasis.”
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Sunday Services

Wednesday Services

9:45 am—Sunday School
11:00 am—Worship Service
5:00 pm—Awana & Small Groups

6:00 pm—Prayer Meeting, Children’s & Students Bible Study
and Ladies Bible Study
6:45 pm—Choir Practice
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Deacon of the week: 3 - Benton Hayman, 10 - George Jen-
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County-wide Gideon Rally Day
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AWANA & Small Groups start back

17
Yazoo Estates Ministry

24
175th Anniversary Service

Revival Services

WATCH US LIVE ONLINE!
Sunday morning services are available LIVE online. You can watch the service by going to www.fbcyazoo.org
and clicking on the “Live Stream” on our home page.
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